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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
Last year, at Christmas, we forwarded along something that the Presiding Bishop 
wrote, I think to his congregations in North Carolina, when he was that diocese’s 
bishop. In essence it said that he was not all that concerned about the festivities 
that took place around town, during Advent, which seemed to be ushering in 
Christmas four or five weeks early, primarily because, in all of what was the busy-
ness of the season, and even behind commercialization, not to mention Santa 
Claus, there could be found an expression of joy. And the world needed some joy 
in it. We passed that on because sometimes the Church can get so deliberate about 
its insistence that Advent be singularly concerned with quiet and stillness to allow 
a contemplation of the coming, yet again, of Christ into our lives, that occasional-
ly it can come across as the angry seventeenth century puritanical usher, with a 
long stick in his hand, ready to whap a member of the congregation who is nod-
ding off during the two hour long sermon. I think there is tremendous wisdom in 
that noticing of joy, providing that the glitz of the lights does not totally eclipse 
the fact that we, after all, are celebrating the Incarnate Word present in our very 
lives and times. 
Joy, out there in the world, and the Gospel do meet up on occasion and embrace 
each  other. On television, some of the folks from Madison Avenue have been 
able to capture the joy in their television commercials in ways I find stunning. Un-
doubtedly “Peter” will come home from college, yet again, and surprise his little 
sister who obviously adores her older brother, and together they will make some 
Folgers coffee and further wake up and surprise their parents. (Since the commer-
cial first aired in 1985, Peter is now 49 years old and if he is still in college, he 
may want to look at finishing that degree.) https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=I4kNl7cQdcU The Toys for Tots commercial featuring the Marine standing at 
attention and the little boy asking him if he is Santa Claus, is an all time favorite. 
The Marine says nothing, of course, and for the majority of the commercial 
doesn’t move a muscle. But in the end, he opens his hand to receive the little 
boy’s Christmas wish list. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRMHNlL0StI 
This year, it is probably Amazon which will take the cake with its commercial 
featuring two old friends, a Catholic priest and a Muslim imam, who after visiting 
with one another in the priest’s home, both laugh at their sore knees as they pain-
fully get up from the couch and then, after they have embraced and parted, have 
simultaneously the same idea...buying the other knee pads for a present. After 
they’ve each received their gift, seemingly on the same day, they put them on and 
kneel to pray in their respective houses of worship. There is joy in that. And there 
is peace as well. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXyuq_DdnqI 

RECTOR’S LETTER   

LINK TO ALL SAINTS’ ADVENT VIDEO: https://youtu.be/v1F51Fx1SGg 
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RECTOR’S LETTER  (cont’d) 

Our prayer, of course, is that there will be joy and peace on earth. As Christians, we locate the source of 
that joy and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ. We can’t help it because that is the singular source of eternal 
life for us. In Christ we have found the forgiveness of sins and release from the sting of death. And while 
we find the Gospel there, we need to remember that the Holy Spirit works in unlimited ways and may 
choose to sow peace and joy elsewhere with a freedom in expression that is always beyond our under-
standing. 
So this Advent, and this Christmas, take some time in the quiet of your mind and heart to notice God, the 
Incarnate Word, at work in the world in ways that might seem out of the ordinary. And when you see it, 
rejoice. May you have a very blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
Bradley 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 
 
 

DECEMBER 24  
 

4 pm: Holy Euchar ist and Youth Chr istmas Pageant at All Saints’  
6 pm: Holy Euchar ist/Hymns at The Spr ings  

7:45 pm: Festival Euchar ist and Hymns at All Saints’  
11 pm: Festival Candlelight Euchar ist at All Saints’  

 
CHRISTMAS DAY  

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ  
10 am: Holy Euchar ist w/Hymns at All Saints’  
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DECEMBER  ADVENT OFFERINGS AT THE CRECHE 

December 4th, the second Sunday of Advent:  Food for  Food Banks 

We collect non-perishable food for  local food banks as the offer ing for  this day. A 
concerted effort to help well stock these vital ministries in our valley is important when 
the need is so great. 

December 11th, the third Sunday of Advent:  Dog and Cat Food  

On this day we will collect dog and cat food in an effort to provide food for the pets of 
people having difficulty making ends meet. The food you donate will be transported to 
the Flathead Valley Spay and Neuter Task Force for distribution to those who can use 
such help. 

December 18th, the four th Sunday of Advent:  NEW Warm Clothing 

It is estimated, by one study, that there are around 500 chronically homeless people in 
Kalispell with another 500 homeless at one time or another during the year. Many of 
them use the services of Samaritan House to help them through this crisis in their 
lives. On this day, we will be collecting warm clothing, gloves, hats, mittens, and 
scarves to help those who need a break from the chill. Please warm your and their 
hearts by bringing this type of clothing to the crèche. 

SPARROW’S NEST REMINDER                                                                 By Vera Smith 

For those of you who may not be familiar with Sparrow’s Nest of North-
west Montana, it is an emerging non-profit organization whose mission is 
dedicated to ensuring safe, supportive housing for unaccompanied, home-
less high school students in Flathead County. The organization sees itself 
as a mechanism for empowering homeless teens to graduate from high 
school and become productive, contributing members of our community. 
 
On Saturday, December 10th, from 7 pm to 7 am, Sparrow’s Nest will 
hold its third annual fundraiser, “When the Night Comes”, on the grounds 
of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Wisconsin Avenue, in Whitefish. At that time, volunteers will sleep out-
side either in tents, cardboard boxes or cars in solidarity with those teens who are doing the very same 
thing every night and not just one. 
 
As a volunteer, I have committed to participating in this important event choosing to sleep under a card-
board box in addition to forgoing my dinner that night. If you would like to make a donation in exchange 
for me sleeping outside, please make your check payable to All Saints’ Episcopal Church with Sparrow’s 
Nest Fundraiser on the memo line. Not only will I be most grateful, but know that your contribution will 
help bring a teen in from the cold.  
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The Church is required by its By-laws to give advance notice of its Annual Meeting. As is usual for 
most Episcopal Churches, we will hold our meeting on the Sunday between the NFL playoffs and 
the Super Bowl. So this year, please mark January 29th on your calendars as the day for this im-
portant meeting in the life of All Saints’. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

ALL SAINTS’ WOMEN                                                                                 By Vera Smith 

Once again, thanks to your generosity, over $1,200 was raised at last week’s All Saints’ Women’s sale!  
 
In January, at the next ASW meeting, the funds will be distributed, after voting, in thirds to the follow-
ing categories:  global, local and our church!   
 
The beautiful handmade quilt by Kathy Thomas was quite sought-after judging from the of the amount 
of tickets sold!  The happy winner is Jackie Jung!  Congrats!   
 
Without you, our kind and generous parishioners, we would not be able to touch lives in an effort to 
make them better or to contribute to our own church.  A most grateful thanks! 

ALL SAINTS’ YOUTH                                                                        By Cynthia Benkelman 

All kids and youth are invited to take part in our Christmas pageant, performed at the 4 pm Christmas 
Eve service. There are parts for every age, no experience needed!  
We have non-speaking roles as well as roles with just a few lines or many lines. We have solo singing 
parts as well.  
This year school gets our right before Christmas, so we will rehearse at the following times: 
Sunday, Dec. 11th immediately following the 11 am service 
Saturday, Dec. 17th at 1:45 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 18th, following the 11 am service (this will be a run through) 
We will get parts to kids in advance so they can look them over.  
Please email me at cgraine@montanasky.us to let me know if your children will be able to participate. 
Include their names and an idea of the kind of part they would like to have if they want to be in on the 
fun. 

Photos from previous 
pageants 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

   
 

1 
 
 

2 
 

3 
 

 

 

4 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
 
 

 

 

5 
 
 
 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

7 
Bible Study  
9:15 am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 
 

8 
Noon service at AS 
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
Pageant rehearsal 
12:15 pm 

 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Bible Study  
9:15 am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 

15 
Noon service at AS 
 
 

16 
 

 

17 
Pageant re-
hearsal 1:45 pm 

18 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
Vestry 12:15  
Pageant run 
through 12:15 pm   

 

19 20 
 

21 
Bible Study  
9:15 am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 
 

22 
Noon service at AS 

 
 
 

 

23 
 

24 
Christmas  
Services  

4 pm 
7:45 pm 
11 pm 

25 
 
 
 
10 am service 
 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

28 
Bible Study  
9:15 am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 

 29 
Noon service at AS 

30 
 

31 
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Church location: 
2048 Conn Road 

Columbia Falls, MT 
 

Church mailing address: 
PO Box 1923 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
 

Phone: 406-862-2863 
Parish Office Administrator: Shawn Sloan 

E-mail: allsaintsmt@gmail.com 
 

Bradley’s E-mail: canonwirth@gmail.com 
  Cell phone: 406-250-1690 

 
Christian Formation Minister/Children and 

Youth: Cynthia Benkelman 
cgraine@montanasky.us 

  406-261-9636 

Vestry members: 
Rector: Reverend Canon Bradley Wirth 

Senior Warden: Heidi Sobczak 
Junior Warden: Judi Williams 

Treasurer: Carl Thomas 
Clerk: Kathy Thomas 
Cynthia Benkelman 

Clarice Brooks  
Ben Bushnell 
Jan Rayford 
Shawn Sloan 

 
Diocese of Montana: 

www.diomontana.com 
All Saints’ website: www.allsaintsmt.org 

E-letter editor: Jan Rayford 
khatlover@msn.com or 

origkhatlover@gmail.com 
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Glory to God, whose power, working 
in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him 
from generation to generation in the 
church, and in Christ Jesus forever. 

Find us here: 
Just click on the link! 

Facebook link: https://
www.facebook.com/allsaintsmt 
YouTube link: http://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPZ_oAI6n1GwSPS5dIAkzdA 
Webpage link: http://
www.allsaintsmt.org 
 

A CHRISMAS WISH FROM  YOUR EDITOR 

  


