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A Message from the All Saints’ Vestry 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 You have in your hands our Ministry Narrative. We’ve 
been producing this booklet for well over a decade principally 
to celebrate where God has called us all, as a church, to be his 
Body in a world which so desperately needs good news. We 
also use this tool to look back at the last year and see what we 
have accomplished for God; what new things we have done 
as compared to the previous year; where we have been 
successful; and where we need to augment our ministry to 
reach our vision mindful of our goals. 
 As we reflect back on the previous 12 months, two 
major changes have taken place. First, was the retirement of 
our Rector, Bradley Wirth, after nearly 15 years here.  All 
Saints’ is currently in the midst of the search process to call 
our next Rector.  The second, is that we have discerned we 
wish to expand our facilities. At our Annual Meeting in 
January 2019 it was announced that we have the funding to 
go forward with our vision.  Making this building project a 
reality is reflective of our being one Body in Christ. And 
needless to say, both calling a new Rector and expanding our 
facilities are major undertakings, but sacramentally exciting 
to behold. 
 This document is a description of what we have 
achieved in five areas of specific ministry: Service 
(Outreach), Worship, Education, Evangelism, and 
Pastoral Care. Of course, any vibrant church is always a 
work in progress and even before the print dries on this paper 
we will be invited by God into new challenges and 
opportunities, yet more occasions in which we can be the 
living, breathing Body of Christ doing the work of God in the 
company of his creation. 
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 We always know God is calling us into a bold future to 
meet expanding challenges and answer the call to even 
greater needs in our community and beyond. As in the past, 
our response to God’s call to us, through Christ, will continue 
to stretch us to be more of who God wants us to be. We are 
confident that the generosity of spirit which permeates every 
fiber of All Saints’ will enable us to make an even greater 
difference in the lives of Christ’s people and God’s creation.  
 We hope as you read and reflect upon this Ministry 
Narrative that you will be excited by what we have 
accomplished together for God with the resources you have 
offered. We invite everyone to be grateful to God for the 
extraordinary opportunities God has given us this past year. 
And, as we turn to the year that lies ahead, let us rejoice in 
what we have accomplished and respond to God’s call to us 
with generosity out of the abundance of blessings we have 
received. We hope you are as excited as we are to embrace 
these opportunities.  
          —The All Saints’ Vestry  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Vision of All Saints’ Church

The vision of All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish - 
Columbia Falls is to be healthy and as such, naturally grow 
to the size of a parish which has a critical mass allowing us 
to engage in significant ministry drawing upon the 
combined spiritual gifts of a wider congregation.

We see ourselves having a Christian Formation program for 
people of all ages that is supported by a team ministry.

We see the community knowing who we are, valuing what 
we do and finding us indispensable for the health and 
welfare of the wider Northern Flathead Valley.



Our Core Values 
Discipleship 
We nurture people to claim a calling of ministry, understand 
their place in God’s Kingdom on Earth, and their invaluable 
role in being the Body of Christ here and now. 

Welcoming and Inclusive 
We believe that everyone who comes through our doors not 
only contributes to our community and its ministry within but 
that person is someone who can join us in bringing relief to 
the downtrodden, hope to the despondent, liberty to the 
captive and good news to the poor. We believe that God loves 
all without exception. 

Giving 
We believe in giving to those who are outside our church 
walls through outreach to the community, the nation and the 
world, and we believe in giving out of a sense of thanksgiving 
for the abundant gifts of God. This is the context in which we 
see our ministry of Stewardship. 

Christian Formation 
We highly value Christian formation which includes 
education and we believe that all are called to read, mark and 
inwardly learn in every way possible. To that end, we are 
committed to Christian formation for all ages. 

Pastoral Care 
We place a high value on pastoral care and seek ways which 
are both traditional and novel to provide people and the 
animal world the comfort of the Gospel as the verbal and 
visible word of God. 

Worship 
We place a high value on engaging in worship that is 
intelligible to those new to the community, meaningful to the 
members of the congregation, and filled with prayerful 
thoughtfulness. 
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The Ministry Narrative for  
All Saints’ Church 

Service (Outreach) 
18% of our expenditures 
$44,725 

(An additional $ 58,558 was contributed beyond budgeted 
items to support the ministry of Outreach) 

 One of the more gratifying and meaningful activities 
within our ministry of outreach this past year was to continue 
our Lenten practice of assisting a local ministry in the 
community throughout the entire season of Lent. 
 For the second year in a row, we committed to helping 
two local organizations: The Abbie Shelter and Farm Hands - 
Nourish the Flathead. Outreach is not just about providing 
services; it is also about establishing, celebrating, and 
relishing relationships. We are delighted to be long time 
supporters of the Abbie Shelter as well as establishing this 
new connection with Farm Hands.  

The Abbie Shelter houses women and children who are 
the victims of domestic abuse and provides critical counseling 
to assist them in their healing. Funds collected in 2019 went 
specifically to helping the Abbie purchase dorm size 
refrigerators to put in individual rooms. Their one, shared 
refrigerator was not sufficient to hold community meals, 
medications, and smaller items that the residents need for 
themselves and their children. We were thrilled to be able to 
assist the Abbie in their goal to furnish every single guest 
room with a refrigerator.  
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Farm Hands is a local organization dedicated to 
helping the people of our community experience local and 
homegrown foods. They support a multitude of programs 
including Community Gardens, Senior Services, Farm to 
School, Blackfeet-Nourish Project, and Youth Empowerment. 
This Lent we helped Farm Hands provide vegetables and fruit 
for students in the Columbia Falls School System to take 
home with them, along with other food provided by the 
Montana Food Bank Network, for meals during the weekends 
in Lent. 
 We are in our sixth year of helping to provide 
significant outreach to those living in the Canyon outside 
Glacier Park. It took two years of work for our folks and the 
ecumenical community we are associated with to become 
familiar and trusted faces in the neighborhood but 
that has now happened. We continue to 
provide a ministry of hospitality and 
service to those living in this lovely part 
of Montana who need a helping hand. 
Not only are we providing festive 
meals, but also backpacks, shoes, 
school supplies, clothing, and additional food for those in 
need. This effort in the Canyon has really hit its stride. 
 Our Church also has a very strong presence in the 
wider Flathead community when it comes to outreach. 
Through a line item in our budget and support of the 
Discretionary Fund, we have been available to help those who 
desperately need aid for medical care, car repairs, gas and 
food money, utility payments, rent, assistance to those 
attending Flathead Valley Community College, lodging for 
those stranded, train and bus tickets, and to help mistreated 
people obtain safe shelter from domestic abuse.  
 Within The Episcopal Church structure, our parish 
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participates in the United Thank Offering (UTO), the 
Episcopal Relief and Development Fund (ERD), and other 
national/international programs, through our gifts and 
assessment to the Diocese of Montana.  

We also support Camp Marshall’s Grace Camp, a 
camp for children whose parents are incarcerated or otherwise 
serving sentences in the correctional system. Again this year, 
several in the parish made quilts and we are delighted that 
many of those works of art and love are given to campers 
attending Grace Camp. Each camper chooses their own quilt 
and takes it home at the end of the week as a symbol of the 
love the church has for him or her.  

We also delight in the fact that several of our 
parishioners join others at the Springs Assisted Living facility, 
in a group known as the KnitWits, to knit toys, hats, and 
scarves for those served by CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates). 
 For the ninth year in a row, we have used a daily 
coupon book during Lent to help us count our blessings and 
give to the ERD Hope Chest in thanksgiving for the abundant 
gifts from God that we have received. We have gone from 
having sixty booklets in the beginning to printing over 500 
booklets last year in partnership with the Diocese of Utah. 
Booklets were sent, free of charge, to any parish across the 
country who requested them. For the last several years this 
has been a ministry of the Lake Missoula Clericus, which is 
the organization of clergy of the Episcopal Churches in the 
western part of the state. 
 Within our community and the surrounding area, we 
support a vast number of extraordinary outreach agencies in 
addition to the above-mentioned organizations. Over the last 
twelve months, through the budget, special offerings, and the 
Twelfth Annual Chili Open Golf Tournament, as well as 
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emergency appeals made from the pulpit on Sunday 
mornings, our congregation has helped the following as of 
this writing: 

• North Valley Food Bank 
• Columbia Falls Food Bank 
• Hungry Horse/Martin City Food Bank 
• The Bishop’s Discretionary Fund 
• The Humane Society of Northwest Montana 
• Samaritan House 
• The Flathead Spay and Neuter Task Force 
• Flathead Youth Home 
• Spay Montana (serving the Blackfeet Reservation) 
• Friends of the Flathead County Animal Shelter 
• The Abbie Shelter 
• CROP Walk - Columbia Falls 
• RezQ Dogs 
• The North Valley Hospital Foundation Teddy Bear 

Fund 
• The Tobacco Valley Animal Shelter 
• The Canyon Community Dinners 

 As well, through parishioners working through us, we 
have met emergencies confronting fellow citizens of the 
Flathead Valley by giving money to meet high expenses due 
to medical emergencies and ongoing healthcare treatments, 
theft, house fires, and other calamities. We provide a Shrove 
Tuesday pancake supper for people who would otherwise not 
have enjoyed it. We again helped economically disadvantaged 
people pay for veterinarian services for their companion 
animals. 
 In the national and international venue, we contribute 
to causes well beyond our borders, including the efforts of 
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The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem. Every year, our Good 
Friday Offering, which goes to Jerusalem, also supports 
medical care in the Anglican hospital in Gaza City, Al Ahali, 
which provides medical care for those caught up in the 
violence in Israel and the Gaza Strip. 
 Of course one of our most lively and enjoyable 
activities this year was the above mentioned Twelfth Annual 
All Saints’ Chili Open, a golf tournament played in the snow 
for the joy of it and for the purpose of raising money for the 
Flathead Spay and Neuter Task Force, The Humane Society 
of Northwest Montana, The Flathead County Animal Shelter, 
and Spay Montana (which provides clinical services on The 
Blackfeet Reservation).  

Every year this event becomes more well known and 
this year we raised close to $5,800 with around forty folks 
participating in golf, a party the night before, a silent auction, 
and buying “holes-in-one for $50.” Our partners in providing 
the delectable lunch have included Famous Dave’s in 
Kalispell and Loula’s in Whitefish. This winter golf course 
also functions as a “Folf” course in the summer with kids 
using Frisbees. It is probably the only “Folf” course in the 
world in which a PGA Championship and U. S. Open winner, 
David Graham, has played. It is a day of fun, but in the course 
of having fun, community ministries benefit greatly and 
people learn who we are. 
 Every year, near the end of summer, we have our 
celebrated gathering of school supplies for kids who 
otherwise would not have them. While in years past we have 
focused mainly on backpacks, this year, not unlike last, we 
diversified our purchasing to provide not only backpacks, but 
other necessary school supplies that are not often recognized 
as essential to today’s students. In addition to 40 backpacks 
chock-full of supplies and 22 gift certificates for gym shoes, 
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we also purchased headphones and USB keys. These school 
necessities were delivered to the Whitefish Food Bank, the 
Columbia Falls Food Bank, Flathead Youth Home, Canyon 
Community Dinner, Columbia Falls Schools, and Whitefish 
Schools. 
 Our Advent gifts brought to the créche on the four 
Sunday mornings leading up to Christmas 
included: teddy bears or other stuffed 
animals, food for food banks, pet food, and 
warm clothes. This year enough teddy bears 
were collected to make about 80 children 
less fearful of the emergency room at North 
Valley Hospital. The food drive was very 
successful and made possible immediate 
relief for a very desperate mom whose child just had the 
trauma of massive burns to his face (thankfully he is making a 
full recovery). Over and above that Sunday gift to her, a 
considerable amount of food also went to the Columbia Falls 
Food Bank. The pet food came to 1,300 pounds and was 
delivered to the Spay and Neuter Task Force. On Christmas 
morning, we were again able to deliver many sacks of warm 
clothing, including lots of socks, the number one requested 
things at homeless shelters, to Samaritan House. We also 
distributed the “loose offering and designated checks” from 
our three Christmas Eve and our Christmas Day services to 
ministries within our area. This year, The Abbie Shelter, 
Samaritan House, and RezQ Dogs split the offering. 
 Service and outreach to the community also include 
making our church a safe place for everyone who may be 
visiting it. One of the most rewarding experiences of this year 
was hosting a summer day camp for the eleventh time, using 
staff from Camp Marshall and members from All Saints’ 
under the leadership of Cynthia Benkelman, our Minister for 
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Christian Formation and Youth. We continue to operate at 
capacity with the interest in the program growing by leaps 
and bounds. It remains an extraordinary ministry provided to 
the community at no charge. This program has become so 
popular that there is a waiting list for kids to attend. In 
addition to all the fun activities, they also engaged in 
significant outreach by making cards, preparing group songs 
and taking “the show on the road” to assisted living centers: 
The Springs in Whitefish and the Beehive in Columbia Falls. 
The children delighted the residents with their singing and 
afterwards enjoyed interacting with them and giving them 
their cards and artwork. 
 What makes us somewhat unique with this summer 
ministry for kids is that it is our policy that every adult who 
works with children, beyond occasional occurrences, must 
receive our safe practices training (Safeguarding God’s 
Children) and have background checks. We hold ourselves to 
an extraordinarily high standard for the safety of all young 
people who participate in any youth event associated with All 
Saints’. 
 Our younger members engage in other community 
ministry which brightens, with simple gifts, the lives of those 
who are residents of Genesis Health Care in Whitefish 
(Colonial Manor). For example, each fall they decorate and 
deliver around eighty small pumpkins to the residents for 
Halloween. This is a favorite activity for all of our youth from 
small children going with the group for the first time to teens 
who have grown up visiting and interacting with home care 
residents. 
 Finally, because many in our community have no 
church home, we make our clergy available to those in need. 
Many are alone in the world and need pastoral care as well as 
the services of the church, especially, as was the case again 
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this year, for burials when death strikes. And, at the same 
time, there are those who seek the church to be part of their 
lives when joy visits them, so we make our parish available 
for marriages for those whose religious traditions fall outside 
The Episcopal Church. In many ways, much of what we do as 
a church addresses a very wise expression from former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, who said, “The 
Church exists for the sake of those outside of it.” 

Worship 
15% of our expenditures 
$37,270 

 This year, we have continued to do our best to be a 
“Welcoming Church.” While it seems second nature, we 
continue to be mindful of the need to help guests feel 
comfortable, knowing that we have been given an 
extraordinary privilege in worshiping with them. As a result, 
new folks are with us, sharing the totality of ministry found in 
the Body of Christ. 
 One of the ways we make the services more user-
friendly is to provide a special bulletin with the entirety of the 
service printed out. For those who are more comfortable with 
electronic devices we have five “tablets” available for use 
with the entire service downloaded on them, as well as a QR 
code sheet at hand to facilitate downloading the bulletin to 
anyone’s own mobile device. 
 Last year we finally accomplished something we have 
talked about for years, getting name tags. This has gone a 
long way in helping us all put a name to the faces we see each 
week and ones we don’t see as often. It also gives guests and 
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our many seasonal members the opportunity to quickly feel 
comfortable addressing each other. 

 O n S u n d a y s , 
acolytes, chalice bearers, 
greeters, nursery care 
providers, readers, our 
musician, the leaders of 
Children’s Chapel, the altar 
guild and care groups, 
flower guild, the priest, and 
the congregation, proclaim 

a most visible and central act of ministry in the Church which 
is worship. 
 For the eighth year, we have a choragos, which is a 
Greek word meaning “one who leads a chorus or choir.” In a 
more modest way, we do the same on Wednesdays at The 
Springs in Whitefish, a retirement community, where we have 
had as many as a dozen people present. New residents have 
joined us and we are going strong building up that 
congregation. We also hold services there on Christmas Eve 
and Good Friday for much larger congregations. 
 Similarly, we have the Thursday service at All Saints’, 
which is followed by book study that recesses during the 
summer. When we add to this schedule major festival days, 
such as Christmas, and the additional services during Holy 
Week, worship commands a tremendous amount of time in 
planning. 
 And, as in years past, we have celebrated Requiem 
Eucharists (funerals with Holy Communion) for residents 
who have died at assisted living and extended care facilities 
in Whitefish, Columbia Falls, and Kalispell. Having these 
services enable fellow residents and members of the staff to 
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take part in celebrating the resurrection and remembering 
their friends, people who are actually extended family. 
 From preparing the bulletin, making certain the church 
is heated or air conditioned, having the lights on and the snow 
shoveled, arranging the flowers, setting the altar, cleaning the 
church, to the organist and choragos practicing the hymns, 
there are considerable resources and energy devoted to 
worship. Of course, none of this would be possible without a 
tremendous gift of hours of work from many parishioners, a 
function of our being members of the Body of Christ by 
virtue of our baptism. 
 We are also a family in ways beyond regular Sunday 
and weekly worship. We gather to mourn the deaths of 
members of the parish when we come together for their 
burials reminding all of us of the church’s message that life is 
changed, not ended. At the same time we celebrate our 
kinship when we gather for marriages and baptisms.  
 There are some expressions of worship which are done 
primarily outside our church proper. Besides services at The 
Springs, we provide home communions for individuals who 
are housebound or in medical facilities. We regularly visit 
parishioners at The Beehive Assisted Living Facility and the 
Veteran’s Home in Columbia Falls, as well as Brendan House 
and the Immanuel Lutheran Home Communities in Kalispell. 
 When speaking of worship opportunities beyond the 
walls of the church, we have to mention the Blessing of the 
Animals! Over the years, we have had present for the 
festivities: dogs, cats, chickens, a gecko, hamsters, horses, 
and their assorted human companions. This has become a 
much anticipated community event sometimes involving 
more than fifty animals. In addition to the usual blessing, we 
also pay special attention to remembering pets who now 
enjoy everlasting life. We use materials available from The 
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Episcopal Church as the church has now developed services 
for the blessing of pets and commemorating the life of a 
companion animal who has died. These services are a direct 
result of the advocacy of our Rector Emeritus, Bradley Wirth, 
the Diocese of Montana, the Diocese of Utah, and a few other 
entities at the General Convention in 2012. Because of those 
efforts, the ashes of several pets now rest in our memorial 
garden having had “the services of the church.” 

Education 
12% of our expenditures 
$29,815 

 This year we continue to explore new ways to live into 
our commitment of education for members of all ages. With 
respect to our younger members, our educational wing, even 
though modest in size, with its adjoining space outside, 
continues to serve as one of the nicest facilities in the diocese 
for Christian Education and the spiritual formation of children 
and youth. 
 All Saints’ uses the program, Godly Play, which is 
under the supervision of our Christian Formation and Youth 
Minister, Cynthia Benkelman, who is assisted by our nursery 
attendant, Erin Wilson. Godly Play is a fun and stimulating 
way to teach our children Bible stories and general 
information about the way the Church is a central part of our 
lives. This program takes place within the context of 
Children’s Chapel, during the first part of both services, in 
which the children participate in and lead worship geared 
towards people their own ages. Children’s Chapel also 
prepares them for full participation in Holy Communion 
when they return to the service in church at the offertory. 
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 Children and youth have additional means by which 
they can learn about our faith through participating in events 
ranging from the Christmas pageant to being part of a youth 
g roup ( t hus 
learning how 
the faith can 
s p e a k t o 
society).  They 
c a n b e t t e r 
appreciate our 
liturgical life 
and absorb the 
meaning of the Eucharist by taking an active role as ministers 
at the altar. As well, two of our youth often play the piano 
during communion and one of those has actually served as the 
musician for a Requiem Eucharist. That is an amazing 
ministry for those still in grade school.  
 All our activities are designed to help our young 
people focus on Christian education and spiritual formation, 
community building and fellowship which enables these 
youth to enter a new sense of ministry informed by their 
baptismal covenant. When our regular schedule of services 
and activities does not fit into school or extra curricular 
activities, we include our young people by thinking outside 
the box; by having an after school Ash Wednesday service in 
a home for kids who can’t attend the noon service, or by 
scheduling youth groups and other gatherings on Sunday 
evenings, which is often the only free night our young people 
have in common.  
 In the fall, we had a retreat for the youth of our church, 
during which we explored our spiritual gifts and how they 
relate to fulfilling our baptismal covenant. This retreat also 
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served as preparation for several youth who chose to be 
confirmed at our bishop's visitation. 
 Much of our Adult Education is associated with our 
Soup Suppers, which cover a variety of themes and topics. 
Over the years, we have focused on four areas of stewardship 
as points of departure—Stewardship of Self, Stewardship of 
the Body of Christ or the Energy of the Parish, Stewardship of 
the Environment, and Stewardship of our Financial 
Resources. Some years we do more in some areas and less in 
others but this is a basic framework for much of our 
education. It is over and above those subjects that we add 
special programs. 
 This last year, for the sixth year in a row, we did 
something during Lent which has taken our community by 
storm; we joined parishes around the country in “Lent 
Madness.” For five Wednesday night gatherings, we 
examined the lives of thirty-two saints, finally settling on one 
to wear the “Golden Halo.” We will do that again this Lent, 
opening up the fun and hospitality to the community at large. 
 All Saints’ Church also utilizes technology and the 
wonders of cyberspace for Christian Education. With the 
installation of a smart television in Memorial Hall we are able 
to “call up” special videos provided by the wider church as 
well as show our locally produced videos. 
 Last year every Wednesday morning, prior to the Holy 
Eucharist, we gathered at The Springs in Whitefish for Bible 
Study. We were delighted that several of their residents are 
now regular participants. 
 During the fall, winter, and spring, we have a regular 
“brown bag lunch” book study each Thursday afternoon 
following the Noon service. This year’s feature book was 
Bishop Jake Owensby’s book, Your Untold Story – Tales of a 
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Child of God.  Bishop Owensby is the Bishop of the Diocese 
of Western Louisiana. 
 In the area of educating people on Stewardship and 
Becoming a Welcoming Church, our Rector Emeritus visited 
several parishes in the Diocese leading them in educational 
symposiums. He also teaches canon law at the Diocesan 
School for Deacons. 

Evangelism 
29% of our expenditures 
$72,055 

 Evangelism encompasses all that goes into presenting 
the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world. And while it is 
easy to appreciate something like an inquirers’ class as part of 
evangelism, one of the most important parts of this ministry is 
engaging in the spiritual gift of administration, which 
supports evangelism.  

We continue to work into a world in which social 
media plays a significant role. We now communicate via 
email, the E-Letter, our website, and Facebook as well as 
through physical mailings, such as this booklet.  
 Embedded in our website and posted on our FaceBook 
page are videos of sermons which give those looking at us in 
their initial search for a church a sense of who we are. It also 
extends our liturgy’s reach to those who are seasonal residents 
of the Flathead Valley. It’s fun to know that friends of the 
parish from Washington to Rhode Island regularly view the 
sermons. 
 All Saints’ has Twitter and Instagram accounts and we 
plan to explore using these platforms to reach people who 
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might not otherwise be exposed to the activities and ministry 
of our church. 
 The Diocesan Assessment is 19% of our operational 
budget, excluding designated and restricted offerings, also 
supports evangelism. Most of this assessment goes to help 
finance and thus support the ministries of the Diocese of 
Montana. From that money, the Diocese contributes to 
program efforts of the eight dioceses of Province VI, The 
Episcopal Church (which includes not only churches in the 
United States and Central America but spreads from Taiwan 
to the Convocation of The Episcopal Churches in Europe), 
and the worldwide Anglican Communion. Because of the 
assessment of our general parish income, the Diocese and The 
Episcopal Church have infrastructures that support all the 
special ministries with which we are so familiar. The United 
Thank Offering, Episcopal Relief and Development, as well 
as other special church agencies, help address the continuing 
humanitarian crises in our country and around the world. We 
depend on the Church’s administrative structure to get our 
offerings to where they are needed most. Similarly, local 
concerns such as supporting all of the programs and oversight 
of the diocese, including Camp Marshall, rely on the 
Diocesan Staff. The assessment from churches all over the 
state is the major income item in their budget.  
 Evangelism also depends in many ways upon a strong 
structure of the church. Our Rector Emeritus has served for 
many years as one of the priests from the wider Episcopal 
Church on the Standing Commission on Structure, 
Governance, Constitution and Canons. As well, both our 
Rector Emeritus and Youth Minister have served as two of the 
Diocese of Montana’s eight Deputies to General Convention 
for several years. They are also two of the six members of the 
Standing Committee, which is currently the ecclesiastical 
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authority of the Diocese of Montana, until our Bishop Elect, 
The Rev Marty Stebbins is ordained as the X Bishop of 
Montana in December this year. 
 Just as a stunning amount of human service takes place 
in this diocese, country, and around the world because of our 
supporting administration through assessment, the same thing 
can be said about the ministry of our parish. Were it not for 
the administration of our church, and the wonderful group of 
people who offer their assistance, most of what we see in 
outreach, worship, and pastoral care would not take place or 
run as well as it does. 
 Presenting the Church to the upper Flathead Valley 
involves making All Saints’ an inviting and attractive place 
for worship, solace, and rest. We continue to be mindful of 
our campus and use the gifts of many to keep it reflective of 
the loveliness of God’s creation. 
 We also have specific programs which involve getting 
our message out to local neighborhoods. The aforementioned 
public relations work, providing materials to the media, our 
website, advertising, participating in our Summer Camp 
program, and pet blessing are all part of evangelism. 
 This year, we celebrate entering the ninth year of 

providing our monthly E-Letter, 
which is sent to each household 
in our parish via email. Hard 
copies are mailed to those 
without computers and copies of 
the most recent edition along with 
this ministry narrative are 
available to guests illuminating 
our ministry in the area. The E-
Letter’s purpose is to keep 
members informed of the many 
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programs and opportunities at All Saints’. Its editor, Jan 
Rayford, has done an outstanding job of making it one of the 
most informative newsletters around.  
 In the area of printed materials, this Ministry Narrative 
tells much about who we are and what we do. As well, our 
bulletin, its inserts, and the description of The Episcopal 
Church, all help to tell our story.  
 Part of our evangelism includes informing others about 
the way we do things at All Saints’. The above-mentioned 
programs concerning Stewardship and Becoming a 
Welcoming Church are examples of that. To do this, our 
Rector Emeritus used the materials and insight we gained 
from Fr. Steve Wendfeldt, who shaped us in this area of 
ministry. Because the totality of what we do is based on the 
giving of time and treasure as a response to our receiving 
from God an abundance of blessings, this message is greatly 
appreciated as a fresh approach to a spiritual discipline that 
often has to confront a world overwhelmed with people 
operating out of a fear of scarcity. 
 We continue to be evangelical in ways that are 
wonderfully exciting and true to St. Francis reportedly saying, 
“Preach the Gospel daily and occasionally use words to do 
so.” The evangelical component to our work “up the Canyon” 
in concert with the Lutherans and Methodists, as well as our 
work with the various animal groups in the valley through the 
Blessing of the Pets and the Chili Open, all bespeak our 
understanding of the good news of the Gospel. 
 Part of our ministry is making our towns more aware, 
again through public relations, advertising and signs, that at 
All Saints’ they will find a congregation that is accepting, 
inclusive, and willing to embrace them as fellow members of 
the Body of Christ. As the late former Presiding Bishop, Ed  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Browning, often said, “No one shall ever be cast out from The 
Episcopal Church.” 
 We also know that we can do so much more in this 
area of telling our story and we will be exploring this more 
fully with the very competent people we have in the parish for 
whom this is their ministry.  

Pastoral Care 
26% of our expenditures 
$64,600 

 Pastoral Care takes on a variety of expressions in our 
parish. The most obvious occurs when the parishioners and 
staff take care of one another in times of need. In that light, 
our Rector Emeritus, other local retired Episcopal clergy, and 
our Eucharistic Visitors are always available for home 
communions. As well, we are eager to be there for visitation 
of the sick in hospitals and being with people during 
emergencies of all types. Parishioners know that at any time, 
all they need to do is pick up the phone or send an email or 
text to be connected with the prayer chain or to be provided 
any other type of support. As a family, we are not only able to 
do that, but we are eager to do what we can to help each other 
out when times are tough. 
 Our pastoral care through the various worship services 
of the church is also given over to others not in our actual 
membership roster. While we visit and give communion 
regularly to our parishioners in health care facilities, we also 
make sure we are available for others who are not members of 
the church but who have requested our services. Along those 
lines, some of the people we help with monetary assistance 
have also received pastoral care when a crisis or death has 
befallen their family. 
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 Pastoral care extends beyond the relationships we have 
with people. Our service for the blessing of the pets as well as 
when a companion animals dies, interring his or her ashes in 
our memorial garden using the rite made available by the 
church for that purpose, is a 
profound example of meeting 
grief with hope and death with 
resurrection. This lovely space 
enables people and pets to be 
buried on church grounds, 
which for many, provides a 
wonderful sense of comfort. It is a peaceful and 
contemplative place reflective of the abundant blessings of 
God. 
 Pastoral care involves staying in touch with each other 
through the regular journey of life. The evening soup suppers, 
conversation at coffee and book study, phone calls, emails, 
texts, cards, and the delivery of altar flowers and food to 
someone away from the church all proclaim the ministry of 
pastoral care. Pastoral care also means helping people settle 
into our parish. The parish directory, name tags, and E-letter 
greatly assist them in that. And while our participation in the 
dinners “up in the Canyon” are seen as outreach, they also are 
a wonderful avenue for pastoral care as they are occasions for 
fostering conversation, hospitality and warmth. 
 Finally, the Church provides considerable pastoral care 
to many we only know through stories. The wider mission of 
the church, again supported by our diocesan assessment, 
provides extensive pastoral care for those in the dawn of life, 
the children, and to those in the twilight of life, the elderly. 
Our pledges and our gifts support ministries which provide 
not only direct services, but also training to lay and ordained 
ministers throughout our country and the world. 
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A NOTE FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN: 
  
Dear friends,  

 Each year, as I read through this narrative, I’m 
astonished by this remarkable body of Christ and how we 
give ourselves away. This is a church and a people who are 
well familiar with the sacrament of giving away. As we enter 
this season of stewardship, and the rest of our lives, I 
encourage us to continue to do what we already do so well. 
I’m not talking about anything earth-shattering; I’m talking 
about a conscious surge of kindness. 
 Could there be a more opportune time than today for 
all of us to give ourselves away in increasingly creative and 
abundant ways? Could anything else we do as individuals and 
a community contribute so much toward the peace of the 
world, or earn us so much personal happiness? I doubt it. 

Leif Peterson 
Senior Warden 

 

The Most Reverend Michael B. 
Curry, Presiding Bishop of The 
Episcopal Church, has urged us all to 
live into the vision that God has for 
the world. We are participating in 
this dream of our Creator’s and we 
invite all to join us as we continue 
ministering mindful of St. Paul’s 
words: Glory to God, whose power 
working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine.
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