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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
We are in the season of Easter and so naturally we notice new songs permeating 
creation that rise out of an empty tomb. It is all about new and abundant life that 
finds its center and cause through the love of God. And what makes it exciting 
beyond belief is that, through Christ, we are major players in not just maintaining 
new life, but looking for places where it needs to sprout and grow. This expecta-
tion that we can call Lazarus out of the tomb in a thousand different ways directed 
to a thousand different conditions in which people and the rest of creation find 
themselves is nothing short of being miraculous. And again, we get to be a part of 
it.  
While the Holy Spirit shoves us out into the world to make a difference, and we 
respond, we also are occasionally asked to look at ourselves, as a community, and 
see where we’ve been called to bring forth something new. In May, two very con-
crete occasions will host such an opportunity. On Sunday, May 7th, and again, on 
Wednesday evening, May 10th, the congregation is invited to meet to once again 
consider the proposed building expansion, but this time, for the express purpose of 
offering suggestions which involve the smaller things we might have missed when 
looking at the overall picture. Following the May 7th 11:00 service, we will have 
a simple meal and then give all the opportunity to raise thoughts and suggestions 
concerning, in particular, the proposed expansion of the sanctuary. And then on 

RECTOR’S LETTER   

PROPOSED BUILDING EXPANSION MEETINGS 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 7TH 
12 noon: simple meal 

Discussion of the sanctuary expansion 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10TH 

5:30 pm: simple supper 
Discussion of office expansion/landscaping 
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LETTER FROM THE RECTOR (cont’d) 

the following Wednesday evening, after a simple supper at 5:30 in the evening, we will ask for the same 
type of feedback but this time concerning the offices and outdoor landscaping. (Given that not everyone 
can make both meetings, we will certainly make room to take suggestions for either area at both meet-
ings and we are asking those out of town that week to please communicate with us via mail or email.) 
Bulletin notices and email reminders will give more information on the agendas but please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. We often call this a “building project.” It really isn’t that at all. It is a min-
istry program in that, through this place where we gather, worship, engage in education, and are fed in 
such a way that we are strengthened to go out into the world to make a difference, we encounter Christ. 
A building is not just a shell where ministry takes place, it is actually part of the ministry itself contrib-
uting to spreading the good news of Christ raised from the dead. These are exciting times. When stones 
roll away from tombs, we can’t help being moved to change the world. Happy Easter, as we enter week 
three of the season. May the exuberant blessings of God overwhelm us all.  
Faithfully yours,  
Bradley  

LENTEN OUTREACH 

As we look back at Lent, and our outreach efforts, we can’t help but be moved, once again by the gener-
osity of this parish and its friends. Between the 10th Annual Chili Open, our supporting The Abbie 
Shelter, and our using the Lenten Blessing Coupon Books supporting Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment, we managed to raise around $8,000. (The amount to be sent to ERD is not yet fully known as 
those offerings are still coming in.) And while the way we often measure things in our society is through 
the counting of dollars, what is behind that number above is actually the means for remarkable agencies 
around us to do work that is beyond us. In responding to need by giving out of the abundance of God’s 
grace, we are engaged in the ministry of Christ, helping others do that which is the very work of God 
among the last, lost, and least in our world. Four animal agencies spanning the Flathead Valley and do-
ing work on the Blackfeet Reservation will do much to battle cruelty and want among our four legged 
friends. The Abbie Shelter will provide forty more hours in counseling sessions for abused women and 
their children, free of charge. And Episcopal Relief and Development will scan the world for people 
suffering from natural disasters, famine, or displacement due to warfare, and will bring relief.  
The next time the parable in Matthew 25 rolls around and we listen to the king, who had just explained 
how he had been the recipient of ministry and who then was asked by a puzzled crowd, “When did we 
welcome you, feed you, give you drink, visit you when you were sick, come and see you when you were 
in prison, and bring you clothes when you were in need?” listen closely to his reply. In it we can hear 
him say, “When you played golf in the snow and then had a chili lunch; when you used those funny lit-
tle Lenten Coupon Books; and when you provided the means for The Abbie Shelter to make a differ-
ence.”  
This is why, around All Saints’, we wish one another a Happy Lent. Reconciliation, however it presents 
itself, is always filled with joy.  
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Thanks to all who helped make the Tenth Annual Chili Open a wonderful success. Over $5,000 was 
raised to help homeless dogs and cats as well as spay and neutering efforts in the Flathead Valley and on 
the Blackfeet Reservation. 

THE CHILI OPEN 

ALL SAINTS’ YOUTH                                                                           By Cynthia Benkelman 

All Saints', in collaboration with Whitefish United Methodist Church, Our Savior Lutheran Church and 
Columbia Falls Methodist Church community ministry offers food and friendship to our neighbors in the 
canyon area communities outside Glacier Park.  Pioneered by our own Vera Smith, the community dinner 
celebrated its third anniversary recently. 
Free meals are served between 5:30 - 6:30, on the last Thursday of each month in the old Canyon Elemen-
tary School in Hungry Horse. 

This May, Peggy Sebrowsky, our current All Saints' leader for this ministry, has invited our middle and 
high school youth group help with the dinner on Thursday, May 25.  We will meet at the parish hall at 
4:30, and carpool to the dinner in time for the 5:00 pm "coffee, cards, and coloring" social time.  We will 
help with whatever is needed for the 5:30 - 6:30 dinner.  Anyone who would like to be involved, please 
contact Cynthia at 261-9636. 

ALL SAINTS’ SUMMER DAY CAMP                                                   By Cynthia Benkelman 

Our free two-week-long summer day camp will be held July 31 through August 
4 and August 7 through August 11. The times are 8:00 am to 5 pm daily.  
For information and registration please see our day camp page on the Camp 
Marshall website or you may click on this link to be directed to registration: 
https://diomontana.com/camp-marshall/all-saints-cf-day-camp/ 
 

COMING SOON!                                                                                             
Coming soon to a browser near you...a new 
website for All Saints’! 
We are in the process of creating a new website 
for All Saints’. Expect this change to happen 
very soon. We will continue to have the same 
url: www.allsaintsmt.org (or at least that is the 
plan, but while the change is taking place, we 
might be offline for awhile). Once the new 
website is up and running, we’ll send out an email to let everyone know.  
Please pass along any comments, suggestions or problems you may have to Shawn 
(allsaintsmt@gmail.com) and she will try to address them.  
This is just the beginning of the new website and not all the pages will be complete. So watch for much 
more content to be added over the coming months. 

https://diomontana.com/camp-marshall/all-saints-cf-day-camp/


. 
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It has been a long time coming, but a new directory is very 
close to being completed. To that end, expect Shawn to be 
contacting you (either in person at church or by e-mail) to 
confirm the information she has is correct.  
These directories will be for the use of church members only 
and information is not to be shared with others.  
Included in each entry will be names, local mailing address, 
home phone number (or best cell number for you if you do 
not have a land line) and a picture of you or you and your 
family.  
Shawn has pictures that she has taken over the years and 
she’ll show you the picture to make sure it meets your ap-
proval. If not, be prepared (quickly) to find or take a picture 
for her to include in the directory. Although we all enjoy a 
cute, funny picture, one that shows you/your family’s unob-
structed faces is best. 
Although we now have name tags, part of the reason for hav-
ing photos in the directory is to help us learn the names and 
faces of each other.  
Thank you all so much for your cooperation and help with this endeavor.  

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

THE CHURCH DURING HOLY WEEK 

Maundy Thursday Good Friday 

Easter Vigil Easter 



 

MAY 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

1 2 3 
 

4 
 
 

5 6 
 

 

 

7 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
Meeting re: 
building addition 
following the 11 
am service 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

10  
Bible Study  
9:15am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 
5:30 Meeting re: 

11 
Noon service at AS 
Followed by book 
study 
 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
 
 
 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Bible Study  
9:15 am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 
 

18 
Noon service at AS 
Followed by book 
study 
 
 
 

19 
 

 

20 
 

21  
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
Vestry 12:15 
 
 

22 23 24 
Bible Study  
9:15 am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 
 

25 
Noon service at AS 
Followed by book 
study 
 

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
 
 
 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

31 
Bible Study  
9:15 am at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 
 

   
 

 



 

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH ORGANIZATION 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church location: 
2048 Conn Road 

Columbia Falls, MT 
 

Church mailing address: 
PO Box 1923 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
 

Phone: 406-862-2863 
Parish Office Administrator: Shawn Sloan 

E-mail: allsaintsmt@gmail.com 
 

Bradley’s E-mail: canonwirth@gmail.com 
  Cell phone: 406-250-1690 

 
Christian Formation Minister/Children and 

Youth: Cynthia Benkelman 
cgraine@montanasky.us 

  406-261-9636 

Vestry members: 
Rector: Reverend Canon Bradley Wirth 

Senior Warden: Heidi Sobczak 
Junior Warden: Judi Williams 

Treasurer: Carl Thomas 
Clerk: Kathy Thomas 
Cynthia Benkelman 

Ben Bushnell 
Jan Rayford 
Shawn Sloan 

 
Diocese of Montana: 

www.diomontana.com 
All Saints’ website: www.allsaintsmt.org 

E-letter editor: Jan Rayford 
khatlover@msn.com or 

origkhatlover@gmail.com 
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Glory to God, whose power, working 
in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him 
from generation to generation in the 
church, and in Christ Jesus forever. 

Find us here: 
Just click on the link! 

Facebook link: https://
www.facebook.com/allsaintsmt 
YouTube link: http://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPZ_oAI6n1GwSPS5dIAkzdA 
Webpage link: http://
www.allsaintsmt.org 

ANOTHER WAY TO HELP 
If you happen to be one of those people like your editor, and do a lot of shopping on Amazon, this is to let 
you know that All Saints’ is now an eligible charity for your Amazon Smile purchases.  

"THE PREDICAMENT”                                                                      By Fr. Paul Bresnahan * 

The following is an attempt to capture a moment in time well before the birth, life and death of Jesus. She, 
like many "unwed" mothers, found herself "overshadowed" by someone much more powerful than her. 
Sometimes this power is conceived in love. Sometimes not. Many young women and girls shared her pre-
dicament down through the ages. How was she to explain this to Joseph? To the world? This dear friends 
is not about "Virgin Birth". This is about an unwed mother. To honor her and to honor all those who are 
constant in their love, I have written these lines. Not only does she carry the Christ within her, we all do. 
We are all the hands and feet of Jesus. Her message is not an explanation but a manifesto to the rich and 
powerful. How timely!                                                                                     (Editor note: May is Mary’s month) 

Overshadowed by this shaft of Light 
The bewildered girl gazed intently, intimately; 

She sat strewn midst scattered bedclothes 
Much perplexed and now with Child 

 
The Encounter ended, pondered 

"What have I done! What shall I tell them? 
Joseph, and all the world; 
Of this 'Virgin' Birth?"\ 

 
"Remove the mighty from their thrones 

Let them go hungry 
Lift up the lowly, meek and poor 

Fill them with good things 
Proclaim your soul the greatness of God! 

*Used with Fr. Bresnahan’s permission 

http://www.diomontana.com/

