
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 One of the wonderful consequences of being a joyful and welcoming church, verbally 
and visibly preaching the word of God, providing for the sacraments, and taking care of those 
Jesus particularly loves, the downtrodden, hungry and homeless, is that God has this propensity 
of continuing to send people to All Saints.’  And, as a result, we can’t all fit in the sanctuary at 
the same time, nor is it handicap accessible.  So on Sunday, our “joyful noise unto the Lord” has 
been divided in half between two services.  Having had this challenge for over a decade, we now 
believe that we’ve been called to come together and be one, as Jesus called us to be.  To that end, 
we are planning to remove the wall behind the altar and expand the sanctuary 16 feet to the west 
enabling us, and more, to be together for worship and Christian Education, at one service, 
Sunday after Sunday, as well as for Christmas Eve, and for weddings and funerals.  Engaging in 
such construction is biblical, by the way.  Luke tells us that when Jesus once was preaching in a 
house, and they ran out of room because of the number of people present, folks took off part of 
the roof and lowered down a paralyzed man so that our Lord could heal him.  Our construction 
will be more complicated than that but we are engaged in meeting the exact same need. 
 I’ve never had an office with as much character as I have now with “the boiler room.”  To 
attach cartoons on the water heater is admittedly novel.  However, its pretty small with room, 
sort of, for only one other person.  It is time to have an office so that the priest of the parish can 
better serve the family of God that worships together.  Similarly, Shawn’s office has served her 
as well as can be expected but privacy and security issues really demand that we give the Parish 
Office Administrator the much needed space that is protected and safe.  So, to meet these needs, 
we are adding on to Memorial Hall, office space to the east of the Christian Education room. 
 All of this is part of a long range plan that began thirteen years ago, with Phase One, 
when we decided to join two congregations, find some land midway between an expanding 
Columbia Falls, Whitefish and north Kalispell, move one church and the parish hall to it, and 
then work towards constructing a larger sanctuary. Ten years ago, we completed Phase Two by 
adding our Christian Education wing.  And now we’ve come to Phase Three which involves 
expanding the worship space and constructing offices.  Down the road, is Phase Four in which 
we envision building an even larger sanctuary, seating 150 people, to the south of where we 
presently worship, turning the new expanded sanctuary of this current effort into Christian 
Education space, and then expanding the kitchen in Memorial Hall.  Further as we continue to 
grow, Phase Five can be our easily expanding the new worship area into a church that can 
accommodate 300 people.  As Flathead County (one of the fastest growing areas in Montana) is 
expected to reach a population of 100,000 people this year, we, as a vibrant parish, easily can 
expect our attendance to rise as well. 
 It is an exciting time.  To that end, I invite you to join Jeannine and me, in participating in 
our capital campaign, enabling us to build a larger worshiping home and offices which meet the 
opportunities God has placed in our hands.  It is my great hope and prayer that out of the 
abundance of blessings we have received, we will see that Jesus’ hope, that they all may be one, 
becomes a reality for us in our being able to gather as one. 

Faithfully yours, 

Bradley S. Wirth  

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Whitefish  |  Columbia Falls
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